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Self-service portal gets a facelift} | Will paid parking 
increase security? 


A more user friendly 
self-service portal is on 
its way to NECC 


By Thomas Shamma 
Copy Editor 


The MyNECC webpage has a 
makeover coming, and it looks fantas- 
tic. Titled "The MyNECC Portal," the 
site is currently online for beta testing - 
- students are encouraged to go in and 
check it out, get used to it, and provide 
feedback. 

To check it out, go to the 
"MyNECC" tab on the school's main 
website, and look in the third column 


link back to parts of the regular NECC 
website. While Gilbert said it's a pos- 
sibility in the long-term that all the 
services offered by the Portal will 
come together in the same structure 
and aesthetic, right now its primary 
goal is to organize NECC's online 
services to best serve NECC's students. 

"For now," said Gilbert, "The 
Portal is essentially a shell, a series of 
pages and links." 

The major functions of the Portal, 
like the current self-service system, are 
driven by access to the Banner data- 
base, where all student information is 
stored. "Self service, Portal, class 
schedule, [are] all tools for drawing 
information from [the Banner data- 
base]," said Gilbert. 


they were," said Gilbert. Students’ per- 
sonal information will never be acces- 
sible to other students, and Gilbert 
hopes to remove those features unless 
"hiding them [would] break some 
other part of the site." 

The Portal's main page does have a 
Featured Photo portlet, which will 
remain in place. Students can submit 
entries for each week's Featured Photo 
by Twitter, email or Facebook. 

In an email, Gilbert wrote that the 
Portal is "Currently planned for some 
time in June of this year. We have a list 
of criteria that are 'must-have' for the 
hard launch, and some that are ‘would 
like to have.’ The hard launch won't 
happen until the must-have list is com- 
plete. 


Student Affairs 
meeting offers forum 
or discussion of new 


parking policy 


By Everson Taveras 
Features Editor 


On March 27, 2013, at the 
Haverhill campus library in room 
A122, student affairs met with 
David Gingerella, Vice President 
of Finance, to discuss the possi- 
bility of a parking fee at Northern 
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page offers an uncluttered view of 
NECC announcements and news, 
below which (among other things) is a 
direct link to the Academic Calendar, 
which lists all the important dates in 
each semester, and which is difficult to 


is user-fnendliness, which can make a 
huge difference in a lot of students’ 
lives. Over time, and with student 
feedback, Gilbert hopes to get a better 
sense of what needs to be most acces- 
sible, and will add the most important 


At this stage in the Portal's 
development, student feedback 
can make a huge difference. If 
NECC students get involved in 
the beta, it could hugely improve 
the online experience NECC has 


smart solution for NECC, not a 
plan to scheme out students to 
produce money. 

The proposal, according to 
Gingerella, was projected at 
$8.50 per semester. He stated that 


long after they left the table. 
Faculty member amd Student 
Affairs Commitee chairpeson 
Ginger Hurajt, who led the con- 
versation against the parking fee 
proposal on behalf of Student 
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He's been testing the portal out 
with groups of students, and so far the 
response has been very positive. He 


Right now, there are social func- 
tions in the Portal software, which will 
not be part of the final product. They 


currently on the Portal. The plan is for 
that to stay.” 
You can write in directly to 


“We're not trying to deny 
anybody access. What we’re try- 
ing to do is to make sure we 


place. I don't see he is open to 
many suggestions. 
Our concern is mainly stu- 
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Student Leadership Development members bond 


Bob Horan (back to camera) facilitates S&S 


Gingerella at the meeting. 
Student affairs, however, did 


disappointing, said Hurajt. 


an adventure leadership activity for the 
Student Leadership Development program 
on March 29. 

In the photo, on hand crafted “cross 
country skis, ’ are John Rogeri, Jason Azuma, 
Kristi Peters, Jessica Rosario and Vinn Coll. 
This exercise is designed to teach team build- 
ing and.communication. The team crossed 
the finish line and made its way back to start 
back in four minutes, 30 seconds, a school 
record fora five-man team. 

Professor Rob Parker was on hand to super- 
vise the events. “This is a series of ongoing 
events. Since today is a professional day and 
there are no classes, so we thought it would be 
a good time to meet. We have about 30 stu- 
dents here today. There are three workshops 
they will attend, adventure leadership, leader- 
ship philosophy and DISC(Dommnance, 
Influence, Submission and Compliance), a 
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The busy season 


“For forty-odd years in this 
noble profession, I’ve harbored a 
guilt and my conscience is smit- 
ten. So here is my slightly 
embarrassed confession -- I don’t 
like to write, but I LOVE to have 
written.” Michael Kanin, ‘My 
Sin,’ Dramatists Guild Quarterly. 

Michael Kanin, February 1, 
1910 - March 12, 1993, was an 
American director, producer, 
playwright and screenwriter who 
shared an Academy Award with 
Ring Lardner Jr. in 1942 for writ- 


ing the film comedy Woman of 


the Year. 

Spring is here, the 51st annu- 
al commencement ceremony is 
five weeks away and NECC is 
buzzing like a bee hive with proj- 
ects to finish before the less hur- 
ried and more enjoyable promise 
of a reasonable amount of free 
time during summer break. 

The college is proposing a 
new set of policies and proce- 
dures with regards to parking. 

Among other changes, if the 
polices and procedures are 
implemented students and facul- 
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ty will be required to pay for a 
spot to park at any NECC facili- 
ty. 

We will bring you continuing 
coverage of the parking changes 
process as it unfolds and will 
print any opinion/debate on this 
issue. 

NECC is working hard on 
making some much _ needed 
changes in the way the self-serv- 
ice portal on the website works 
for students. 

At present they have unfold- 
ed a site and are looking for feed- 
back before unveiling the final 
version of their product. This is a 
great opportunity to add your 
insight at a time when it can 
make a difference. 

Now is the time for all of us 
to dig in and finish up the work 
we started this year. You have to 
write a first draft before you can 
edit. You need a couple of edits 
to polish the finished product. 

Ninety-five percent of the 
work has been completed. This 
last five percent is what gives it 
all the polish. 


Advertising: 978-556-3397 Email: Observer@necc.mass.edu 
The NECC Observer reserves the right to edit, condense and refuse 
all submissions. 


Spring 2013 Observer Staff 


Editor-in-Chief: Mary Ellen D'Angelo-Lombari 
Features Editor: Everson Taveras 
Photojournalist: Michele Simon 
Opinion Editor: Jessica Palmer 
News Editor: Milka Martinez 
Campus Life Editor: Ashlee Ferrante 
Arts & Entertainment Editor: Alexander Spinelli 
Sports Editor: Matt Gingras 
Copy Editor: Thomas Shamma 
Circulation Manager: Mary Ellen D'Angelo-Lombari 
Faculty Adviser: Mary Jo Shafer 


Have you taken or are currently taking Journalism | and would like to be on 
staff? Then submit your resume to observer@necc.mass.edu. 


Publication schedule 
Publication Date Ad/Copy Deadline 


Issue 


#15 
#16 


April 24 
May 8 


April 19 
May 3 


How to submit to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters and articles from our readers. Letters 
i and articles for publication may be submitted via email. All letters and articles 
i must include your name and phone number for verification. Submissions 
i} should include Letter or Article to Editor in the subject line or risk not being 
| received by the Observer email system. 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
*Inciude Letter or Article to the Editor in the subject line. 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
es; we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 
The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 


Letter to the Editor: Parking 


As Student Trustee I take an 
interest in the goings on at 
NECC. Although the pon 
plan has been presented to the 
Student Senate and Student 
Affairs, the Board of Trustees 
has yet to hear about the details 
of this plan. The first I heard 
some of the specifics was in the 
March 27 issue of the Observer. 

After reading the article 
“Will you pay to park - at 
NECC?” along with the editori- 
al and opinion articles on the 
same topic, I am left with many 
unanswered questions and some 
comments. I don’t expect that 
the staff at the Observer has all 
the answers, but I am hoping 
that we can start a dialogue 
between students and those in 
the administration and Public 
Safety who are interested in put- 
ting the parking system in place. 

With the new parking plan: 

I see listed a cost of $26 
annually for faculty and staff 
but what will students pay? The 
article mentions paying the 
“fee” for a parking permit but 
does not elaborate on student 
cost. Will evening students tak- 
ing one class pay the same fee 
as day students on a full time 
schedule? Will it be a flat fee or 
will it be billed by the number 
of credits? 

Is it fair to allow students to 
ride the shuttle for free, subsi- 
dized by student fees paid by 
all, but charge the students who 
drive in a parking fee? 

Will Little Sprouts employ- 
ees and parents continue to have 
special parking areas and desig- 


Roaming Reporter 


nated spots? Will their employ- 
ees need to pay the same fee as 
NECC faculty and staff? Will 
parents be ticketed in the future 
for parking in handicapped 
spots? 

Have parking hang tags been 
considered instead of stickers? 
In today’s multi- vehicle fami- 
lies, a fee for each sticker is a 
costly endeavor. A hang tag 
would be more flexible. Will 
students be able to register mul- 
tiple vehicles with one fee? 

It is my opinion that 14 days 
to pay a fine 1s a very short time. 
Also, doubling the fee feels a bit 
harsh. Possibly a weekly per- 
centage or cost increase for 
fines not paid after 30 days 
would be more reasonable? 
Remember that a person with 
outstanding fines cannot renew 
their permits until fines are paid 
in full. 

How would Public Safety 
and Security deal with cars 
parked on the shoulder of the 
rear entrance to NECC or along 
Kenoza Street but on the NECC 
property? These two areas are 
commonly used by the public to 
park while using the track or 
walking at Winnekenni trails. 

Lot A is specified as bein 
for library staff and faculty/sta 
from 7 a.m. -- 6 p.m. After 6 
p.m. is it open to everyone or 
still only to pass/sticker hold- 
ers? 

How will public performanc- 
es held in the evening and on 
weekends be handled? Events 


like the upcoming 5K will be 
held on a Saturday when classes 


are also held. 

Assuming one will have to 
register their vehicle to apply 
for a parking permit, will this 
allow PSS to notify vehicle 
owners by phone, text or email 
of any problems like flat tires, 
alarms being activated, lights 
on, etc? 

All these questions came to 
mind shortly after reading the 
article. | am sure that many stu- 
dents, faculty and staff have 
additional unanswered ques- 
tions. I would hope that the 
administration or PSS have fully 
thought this plan through and 
have the answers. I feel that a 
series of conversations should 
be had so that everyone can 
voice their concerns and ask 
their questions. I don’t necessar- 
ily disagree with this plan but I 
don’t feel we should just put 
something in place without 
making it the best plan we can 
from the outset. 

Also, having been on 
Student Senate, I would like to 
point out to the staff at the 
Observer that there is a Student 
Senate suggestion box online at 
http://www.necc.mass.edu/aca- 
demics/enrichment/student-sen- 
ate/student-senate-suggestion- 
box/. The Senate office ts locat- 
ed on the lower level of the B 
building and a full list of sena- 
tors names is included on the 
NECC website. 


Thank you, 
Dana Haggar 
Student Trustee 


What is your favorite part about spring? 


ALLYCEN PERRON 


“Not falling in the snow” 


Interviews and Photos by Ashlee Ferrante & Alex Spinelli 


> 


KAITLNN LEARY 


“Being able to wear 
dresses” 


RACHEL ROZAVSKY 


“The weather” 


KYLE MARCH 


“Not wearing coats being 
comfortable” 


oa 


“The flowers” 
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Impact of NECC Community Involvement 


NECC community 


service has strong 


benefits for both 
students and the 


local community 


By MICHAEL AUGER 
Correspondent 


A lot of high schools are mak- 
ing community service a gradua- 
tion requirement. It is an idea col- 
leges might copy -- after all, vol- 
unteering in one's community is 
more American than baseball or 
apple pie. Community service is 
part of the foundation this coun- 
try was built upon. 

Community service is an 
essential part of bettering our 
society. Serving in the communi- 
ty addresses many of the issues 
that fall through the cracks. It is 
an ideal way of doing something 
positive for the community in 
which we live. 

It's amazing how many stu- 
dents and faculty are on the front 
lines, showing their neighbors 
they know and understand the 
meaning of community. They 
also epitomize the tenet that 
unpaid volunteers are the glue 
that holds a community together. 

Booker T. Washington one of 
the foremost educators of the 
20th century, famously said, 
“Living is the art of loving. 
Loving is the art of caring. Caring 
is the art of sharing. Sharing is 
the art of living.” His words seem 
to embody the idea of community 
service. 

The NECC campus clubs 
have aligned themselves with a 
variety of good causes. The last 
issue of the NECC Observer told 


Defiance 


A review of the 
popular video game 
based on a TV series 


By PAUL COFFEY 
Correspondent 


On April 2, the highly antici- 
pated sci-fi game Defiance was 
released on the Xbox 360, 
PlayStation 3, and for PC. 

Defiance is a massively mul- 
tiplayer online game (MMO), and 
an open-world, third-person 
shooter. In the central narrative, 
players venture off on Earth and 
compete to obtain alien technolo- 
gy. The game allows people to 
create their own unique character, 
and the more you level up your 
character, the more types of cus- 
tomization become available. 

Defiance allows gamers to 
explore dynamic landscapes, 
drive unique vehicles, and control 
enormous co-op battles and play- 
er vs. player games. 

Colby Hadley, business trans- 
fer major, said, “This game looks 
pretty legit. There is so much that 
you can do in this game that it 
feels like it will take hundreds of 
hours of game play to fully finish 
[it].” 


Apart from single-player, 


the story of how members of 
some of these clubs chose to 
spend their spring break, helping 
with Hurricane Sandy recovery. 
The accompanying photographs 
showed the happy, smiling faces 
of the volunteers, and brought to 
mind another quote from Booker 
T. Washington, “If you want to 
lift yourself up, lift up someone 
else.” 

This was a notion that was 
relayed back by each volunteer or 
administrator I spoke to. Even the 
people, who could not put words 
to their feelings, were able to 
convey this belief with the radi- 
ant smiles that broke out across 
their faces when they talked 
about volunteering. It is an expe- 
rience they all cherish and treas- 
ure. 

In speaking to Meredith 
Gunning, the faculty advisor to 
the Community Outreach Group 
(COG), the extent of NECC's 
involvement in the community 
became more apparent. 

Gunning mentioned COG's 
plans to provide a charitable 
organization out of Amesbury 
with some assistance. The group, 
Our Neighbor's Table, was found- 
ed in 1992. Each year they pro- 
vide the equivalent of over a 
quarter million meals to local 
individuals and families. 

Joan Bukoskey, the 
Community Outreach 
Coordinator for Our Neighbor's 
Table was excited to hear NECC 
was interested in augmenting 
their mission. She related that 
nearly 25 percent of students 
enrolled in Amesbury public 
schools are eligible for free or 
reduced price lunches at school. 
In the past few years she has seen 
a 33 percent increase in the num- 
ber of children being serviced by 
Our Neighbor's Table. 


revealed 


Defiance offers up to four-person 
co-op play. For multiplayer, there 
are four types of competitive 
games to play, including capture 
the flag and team death match. 

Jose Santiago, general studies 
major, said, “I actually got this 
game today for my birthday. The 
game is great, but the server was 
under maintenance for the first 12 
hours of the game release. 
Hopefully this game doesn't have 
so many bugs so I don't have to 
worry about waiting for servers to 
be repaired.” 

You can also now get the sea- 
son pass for Defiance, which 
serves as a preorder for five of the 
game's downloadable features to 
be released at some point in the 
future, for $40. If you want to get 
more exclusive add-ons for 
Defiance, you can get the deluxe 
edition upgrade, which comes 
with a HYDRA rocket launcher, 
30 day experience boost, and 
more, for $40. The base game 
starts at $60. 

Casey Birch, Graphic Design 
major, said, “Defiance looks like 
a good game, but if you want to 
experience all of the game you 
have to pay $140. The game 
seems a little pricey to me, hon- 
estly.” 

The Defiance video game is a 
tie-in to a TV series on the Syfy 
channel, premiering on April 15. 


She also passed on the statis- 
tic that one in 12 Amesbury fam- 
ilies use their food pantry or one 
of the other services they provide. 
It was staggering to learn that this 
number is actually lower than the 
state average of one out of every 
11 people in Massachusetts 
receiving hunger relief services. 

Joan was proud to say her 
organization was staffed by over 
400 active volunteers. She want- 
ed our readers to know, 
“Community assistance is vital to 
the mission. Our success is 
dependent on the community's 
support.” 

Joan was quick to point out 
donated food and local food 
drives account for nearly half the 
food they distribute. COG is 
presently in the midst of conduct- 
ing a food drive for Our 
Neighbor's Table at the Haverhill 
campus. Joan added that any 
monetary donations go toward 
the purchase of fresh food, like 
milk and vegetables. 

Another group from NECC 
volunteers at Cor Unum, a meal 
center located in Lawrence. On 
the third Thursday of each month 
Maureen Saliba, from our athletic 
department, enlists volunteers, 
they join her in lending a hand 
there. Maureen delights in 
“Introducing students to the con- 
cept of giving back to the com- 
munity.” 

Members of our faculty and 
the student body have learned 
this valuable lesson at Cor Unum. 
Maureen believes, “There is so 
much need in our own backyard, 
it's important we make a contri- 
bution.” 

Because the timing of this 
article came at one of Cor 
Unum's busiest times they could 
not free anyone up to speak with 
our paper. 


NECC is also actively 
involved with Emmaus in 
Haverhill. Its' Chief 


Development Officer, Gretchen 
B. Arntz, was happy to relate how 
a partnership between NECC and 
Emmaus was established in 2009. 
It is a partnership that has proved 
to be mutually beneficial. A tour 
of Emmaus's facilities showed 
the growth they have experienced 
since its establishment in 1985. 

Emmaus has grown from one 
building housing all their enter- 
prises to a campus that seems to 
grow each year. They now pro- 
vide 89 units of permanent 
affordable housing, along with 
emergency shelter for up to 46 
families and 34 individuals. 
There are also 14 transitional 
housing units. 

In addition to sheltering the 
homeless, Emmaus provides 
services to improve their lot in 
life. The Bethel Business Center 
provides training in computer 
skills, life skills, basic education, 
job placement and financial liter- 
acy. There are also GED and ESL 
classes. 

In addition to the 63 full or 
part time staff members over 500 
volunteers help keep all these 
programs afloat. Many of the vol- 
unteers come from the NECC 
community. Arntz related, 
“Emmaus needs volunteers to 
fulfill our mission. No matter 
how small the task might seem, 
the work of volunteers makes a 
huge difference in the quality of 
our work.” 

Looking to inspire others to 
give of their time, Gretchen 
shared, “With a lifetime of volun- 
teer experiences behind me I can 
tell you, you get back so much 
more than you give. I know it's 
been true for me.” 

Gretchen also wanted the 


NECC community to know their 
efforts are making a difference at 
Emmaus. Without any notes she 
was quick with examples of 
NECC's involvement. 

The first on her list was 
NECC's Early — Childhood 
Education staff and students who 
volunteer their time and efforts. 
They work with the families and 
children in their shelters. They 
provide mentoring and education 
on a variety of issues. They enjoy 
playing and interacting with the 
children. 

Students from NECC medical 
classes are also found lending a 
hand at Emmaus. They do blood 
pressure testing/monitoring as 
well as providing valuable educa- 
tion and tips. They cook meals 
and educate clients about healthy 
diets and practices. They conduct 
food drives to supply the shelters 
and food pantry with essentials. 

The most visible assistance 
NECC community involvement 
provides is with Emmaus's yearly 
Cycle for Shelter. This Emmaus’s 
most popular and successful 
fundraiser each year, hosted at the 
NECC Haverhill campus. 

Last year cyclists, volunteers 
and sponsors were able to collect 
over $117,000. This money 
helped to keep programs running 
at Emmaus. This year's event has 
been planned for Sunday, July 28. 
Keep it in mind when making 
your summer plans. 

Please remember that 
National Volunteer week is April 
19 through April 25 this year. 

If you would like to know 
more about the programs dis- 
cussed in this article, or get 
involved, visit their websites at: 
www.ourneighborstable.org, 
www.corunummealcenter.org, 
Wwww.emmausinc.org. 


Presidential Trivia Contest Winners 


photo by Joseph Curley 
Professor Andrew Morse (left) with 
this year’s Presidential Trivia Contest 


winner Katherine 


Lawrence. 


Regus 


from 


photo by Joseph Curley 
Professor Richard Padova (left) with 


the runner-up of the Presidential Trivia i 
Contest Bruce Augustonovich from 
_ Merrimac. __ 
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News 


Where are they now? 


NECC alumni tell 


their stories 


By ZACHAROULA 
KATAXINOS 
Correspondent 


Northern Essex has been a 
college starting point for peo- 
ple for years, as well as a great 
bargain. It might not be a 
world known university, but it 
still is an opportunity for peo- 
ple to succeed, the way any 
other college graduate can. 

Whether it’s a starting point 
for bigger future colleges, or 
the ticket to the career world, 
each NECC graduate has their 
own Stories. 

Cathy Tikellis attended 
NECC right after high school 
in 1987, majoring in Liberal 
Arts. After graduating in 1989, 
she stayed at NECC to pursue 
a certificate in Travel and 
Tourism. She finally trans- 
ferred in 1990 to what was 
then New Hampshire College, 
now Southern New Hampshire 
University. 

NECC was not only con- 
venient for Tikellis, as it was 
close to home, but was also a 
good place to start in her col- 
lege career. 

“At the time it gave me a 
foundation,” said Tikellis, who 


New identification 
policy proposed 


do so then the public safety office 
will have to ask them to leave cam- 


Photo IDs, currently 
offered by the school, 


may be made 


mandatory as soon as 


fall of this year 


By MILKA MARTINEZ 
News Editor 


NECC may soon be instituting a 


new identification policy, 


ID at all times. 


and confirm who they are." 


Gingerella also mentioned that 
this new Identification policy has not 
been approved, but that he believes 
the Public Safety’ offrce and, the 
administration of the college should 
be able to ask people on campus to 
identify themselves if they feel like 
they need to, and if they are unable to 


which 
would require students, professors 
and staff on campus to carry a picture 
The administration 
and the Public Safety Office is cur- 
rently having meetings with President 
Lane Glenn to discuss the proposal. 
According to the administration, 
the new ID policy would be helpful 
and necessary to identify people who 
don't belong on the college's proper- 
ties. It would also help enforce exist- 
ing policies, such as the smoking ban. 
David Gingerella, Vice President 
of finance/CFO said, "We have had 
people on campus that don't want to 
identify themselves. We want to have 
the ability to ask them who they are 


is now a Human Resources 
Manager for Macy’s 
Department Stores. 

Alkmene Kataxinos attend- 
ed NECC beginning in the fall 
of 2009, as an Accounting 
Major. Having just graduated 
Haverhill High School, 
Kataxinos turned to NECC 
because of the cost. 

“I received a good amount 
of Financial Aid, so my 
Associates ended up coming to 
me for free, it saved me a lot of 
money.” 

After receiving her 
Associates Degree in 2011, 
Kataxinos took advantage of 
the many transfer programs 
NECC offered, and continued 
on an education at the 
University of Massachusetts 
Lowell. 

“I wanted to broaden my 
knowledge,” she said. “NECC 
prepared me for a bigger edu- 
cation at a bigger college.” 

Currently, Kataxinos is in 
her senior year at UMASS 
Lowell, in the process of turn- 
ing her Associates into a 
Bachelors in Accounting. 

Cathy Caggiano began her 
education at Northern Essex in 
2005, and graduated in 2008. 

“I found a program that fit 
my needs,” she said, of her 
major in Elementary 


pus. 


"If you don't have a license we 
would give you a NECC ID at no 
charge. If you lose that ID the charge 
would be $5 dollars," he said. “Our 
goal is always to make this more 
pleasant environment for staff 
faculty. We are here for you, 
your campus," Gingerella added. 
Engagement 
employee Allison Gouveia confirmed 
that the school currently requires stu- 
dents to present a photo ID before 
they will issue a student ID. 

Paul Coffey, a NECC sophomore 
in journalism, 


Student 


majoring 
with the ID policy. 


first." 


at the front desk. 


NECC and the 
Rozavsky added. 


unethical on their part,' 
"If they are gonna go with that rule 
they should implement previous rules 


' Coffey said. 


Not all students share that opinion 
about the ID policy proposal. Rachel 
Rozavsky, a current NECC student 
majoring in Communications, said, "I 
think its a good idea, but if someone 
forgets their ID then they shouldn't 
have to leave the campus." 

"If a person doesn't have an ID, 
instead of making them leave, they 
should check if they are a student o 
not at NECC through the computers 
Other than that I 
think it's a good idea and it will help 
students be 


The policy may go into place as 
soon as the fall semester of 2013. 


Education. Caggiano chose 
NECC because it offered also 
offered the convenience other 
local colleges didn’t have. 

Immediately after graduat- 
ing from NECC, Caggiano 
transferred to Fitchburg State 
University to further pursue 
her career in Education. 

NECC was a great opportu- 
nity for her because she not 
only received her Associates in 
Elementary Education, but 
also helped her get ahead on 
her upcoming  Bachelor’s 
degree. “I was able to get half 
of my Bachelor’s degree from 
Northern Essex as well,” she 
said. 

“I had a really good advi- 
sor, she was really helpful.” 
Today, Caggiano lives in 
Methuen, with two kids of her 
own in college. She is a sec- 


ond grade teacher in 
Lawrence. 
Many incoming students 


now still have mixed feelings 
about coming into a communi- 
ty college. There is a stereo- 
type that it’s not the same as a 
regular college, or it’s going to 
be like High School all over 
again. For Caggiano and 
Tikellis, that wasn't the case. 
Caggiano said, “I loved 
NECC -- it was a great step- 
ping stone.” She advises that 


Center| 


disagrees’ 
think that's 


El 


safe,” 


all students should take advan- 
tage of the programs NECC 
has to offer. 

Tikellis strongly encour- 
ages students to think about 
starting off at NECC. “It’s bet- 
ter to start here because you 
figure out your strengths and 
weaknesses, rather than rush- 
ing into expensive schools, 
which make it more stressful.” 

Whether students are com- 
ing in fresh from high school 
or adults are coming back to 
school after a break, NECC 


Photo by MCT Campus 
offers equal opportunities to 
everyone. 

Tikellis said, “I’ve realized 
NECC is starting to strengthen 
and promote their programs for 
highly demanded careers in the 
workforce, which is great 
because it supports you a lot.” 

It doesn’t matter what 
career path they all have cho- 
sen, whether it was Business or 
Education, college worked out 
for these NECC graduates, and 
NECC played a part. 


CO] Northern Essex 


Community College 


GRAMMY AWARD WINNING 
MASTERING ENGINEER 


To Speak at NECC 


Monday, April 22, 7 p.m. 

Hartleb Technology Center 
Northern Essex Community College 
100 Elliott Street 

Haverhill, MA 01830 


Ayan has worked with 
music giants such as 
Madonna, Foo Fighters, 
Carrie Underwood, Faith 
Hill, Pearl Jam, Keith c 
Kelly Clarkson, The Rolling 
Stones, and Rascal Flatts. 


Come and hear about the music industry, sound engineering, 
and what it’s like to be a professional in the recording industry. 


For more inforiiation.or.to reqi@st communication access, please contact 
Michael Lecujer, NECCmusic instructor, at mlecuyer@necc.mass.edu. 
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News 


Finding the recipe for success 


NECC student finds 
her way to success 
after choosing 
NECC over a four 
year college. 


By ALyssA BEAN 
Correspondent 


Students come to college to 
find themselves, and that is exact- 
ly what Northern Essex student 


April Anamisis has _ done, 
although her journey was far from 
easy. 


Four years ago, Anamisis 
enrolled at Northern Essex not 
knowing at all what to expect, 
since she had no idea what she 
wanted to do. 

Instead of dorming at a four 
year university like many of her 
friends, April found herself taking 
night classes while working 40 
hours a week, and in a social life 
that was causing more chaos, than 
support in her life. On top of that, 
she was not finding out anything 
about herself, or what her pas- 
sions were, by taking the core 
credits for a Liberal Arts major. 

“I had no idea who I was. I 
didn't know what I loved.” 
Anamisis admits that because of 
this, she was not motivated in her 
classes. 

Feeling lost and unsure about 


herself, on top of her life circum- 
stances taking her in circles, 
Anamisis was struggling to keep 
her head above water. But instead 
of throwing in the towel, she gath- 
ered up the confidence to take an 
extraordinary approach to chang- 
ing her situation. Anamisis decid- 
ed to forget about the require- 
ments needed for her Liberal Arts 
major, and decided to enroll in 
classes that just sparked her 
curiosity. 

One of these classes was an 
environment issues course with 
Professor Yeager. Yeager saw the 
potential Anamisis had, and chal- 
lenged her. For the very first time, 
she became inspired. Not only 
was the class “stimulating,” but 
Professor Yeager also left 
Anamisis with a simple piece of 
advice that resonated with her so 
much, that it changed her entire 
life. “Professor Yeager told me to 
choose three things every day you 
want to get done, and to not worry 
about anything else.” 

Reflecting on _ her life, 
Anamisis took immediate action. 
“The three things on my list were 
to make school a priority, move 
out of my parents’ house, and to 
change my major.” Within 24 
hours, she moved out of her par- 
ents' house and moved in with a 
couple of supportive friends. 
Within the next two weeks, she 
accomplished the other two items 
on her list. 

Through taking the classes 
that peeked her _ curiosity, 


Anamisis found that she had a 
passion for science. She changed 
her major to Lab Science with a 
focus in Biotechnology. She even 
became part of the Supplemental 
Instruction program, helping 
other students understand the 
material in their chemistry class- 
ess 

With a fresh start, growing 
confidence, and a supportive 
group of people encouraging her, 
Anamisis began to find herself. 
Not only did she find her passion 
for science, but she even stepped 
out her comfort zone, auditioning 
for a school theatre production, 
and discovered her talent for 
singing. 

On top of all of this, Anamisis 
became a stellar student in the 
classroom, giving her a GPA high 
enough to be able to go on a trip 
to Ecuador, where she had the 
time of her life all while finding 
another passion, hiking. 

Although her journey had a 
rough start, Anamisis has no 
regrets. “I wouldn't take any of it 
back. If I had gone to a four year 
school like I planned, I would've 
failed. I found myself here.” 

Anamisis feels that she has 
found more direction in these last 
two years of her life than some 
people find in their entire lifetime. 

She will be graduating this 
spring and has an opportunity to 
have a summer internship at Tufts 
University participating in DNA 
and RNA research. 


5 - FIRE DRILL ANNOUNCEMENT : 
A word from David Gingerella, Vice President fo 
: A&E/CFO: 


‘their ee and Head for the nearest exit, Once Dut: 
they should gather 1 in the nearest NBCC ee lot. N 


Explore earning a bachelor’s degree in Business 
Transfer to UMass Dartmouth 


Experience a Day matched with a Business Student. 


Attend and Observe Classes, Lunch Provided. 


Make this important Transfer Decision Fully Informed! 


Call 508.999.8999 to set up your “Experience It All” Visit. 


CHARLTON 


COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 


TSrEeen 


(AACSB 


\ ACCREDITED / 


_Qne of Massachusetts’ most affordable & accredited business educations 
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Three-time Grammy 
winner comes home 


to guide fledgling 
musicians into the 
music industry 


By Nicole Scopa 
Correspondent 


Adam Ayan, three-time 
Grammy Award winner, will be 
welcomed here at NECC on April 
22 at 7 p.m. to give a presentation 
on album mastering. 

This event will be hosted in 
the David Hartleb Technology 
Center on the Haverhill campus 
and is free and open to the public. 
It is quite the honor to see Ayan 
coming to NECC considering he 
has worked with music giants 


such as: Madonna, the Foo 
Fighters, Carrie Underwood, 
Kelly Clarkson, the Rolling 


Stones and Rascal Flatts. During 
this event, Ayan is going to 
explore the mechanics of music 


Arts and Entertainment 


LF ERLE I FEL ID 


ere aa 


Even if you aren’t 
interested in recording 
music, this event will still 
be interesting to attend. 


mastering, which is the final step 
in transforming a recording into a 
record. 

Ayan is a graduate of UMass 
Lowell’s Sound Recording 
Technology program, and is cur- 
rently working as a mastering 
engineer at Gateway Mastering 
Studios in Portland, Maine. 

He has collected more than 50 
gold, platinum and multi-plat- 
inum albums. 

Taken from his bio on his 
website (adamayan.com) he says, 
"Mastering is all about bringing 
my clients’ music to its fullest 
sonic potential, and always 
respecting their artistic vision. I 
have been in the fortunate posi- 
tion of mastering recordings 
across many musical genres, 


maintaining the same philosophy 
of crafting my clients’ recordings 
to best serve their musical mes- 
sage. Be it rock, pop, metal, 
ountry or jazz, the concept is 
always the same: master to best 
convey my clients’ recordings to 
the listener. 

Ayan’s very first Grammy 
Award was won in 2006 in the 
category of “Best Historical 
Album” for his mastering work 
on the Jelly Roll Morton box set 
“The Complete 
Congress Recordings By Alan 
Lomax.” Since then he has won 
two more Grammy Awards. 

Ayan is clearly successful and 
it shows with the 
music he has mastered, along 
with Grammy Awards he has 


Library of 


amounts of 


DE SET ET EBS 


won. 

Even if you aren’t interested 
in recording music, this event 
will still be an interesting one to 
attend. 

For those that are trying to 
record music, it can help motivate 
you in case you need that little 


Photo courtesy of www.adamayan.com 
Adam Ayan at his studio in Maine. 


boost of energy to help you get 
along. This is the perfect opportu- 
nity for anyone pursing music to 
attend an event where they can 
learn about getting their music 
recorded from a top notch profes- 
sional currently working and 
winning awards in the industry . 


Lights up on Beaux’ Stratagem 


An inside look on The 
Top Notch Player s 
latest show, The 
Beaux’ Stratagem 


By SARAH BELL 
Correspondent 


NECC's theater group, the 
Top Notch Players, are putting 
on a play called The Beaux' 
Stratagem on April 11-14 
Times listed at the end of this 
article. 

Taking place in the 1700's, 
The Beaux’ Stratagem takes a 
comedic peek into the dual 
lives of Tom Aimwell and Jack 
Archer, two con artists schem- 
ing to rob the riches of Lady 
Bountiful and the Sullen fami- 
ly. Dramatic Literature students 


The Top Notch Theatre located in the C Building, is fully 
immeresed in the set for The Beaux’ Stratagem. There is no 
doubt that it’s detail truly sets the mood for the performances. 


are required to read the play, 
but they and anyone else can 
see it performed the way it's 
meant to be seen, live on stage. 
The director, Susan Sanders, 
chose this play because she 
thought it was funny, and it had 
a perfect cast size for the avail- 
able actors at NECC. She also 
mentioned that a “Restoration 
period play” hasn’t been done 
at NECC since the 1990’s. 
Sanders and the Top Notch 


Players have been devoted to 
Beaux’ since the beginning of 


February. Out of the 45 who 
auditioned, 20 were casted and 
one stage manager was 
assigned. Everyone who audi- 
tioned was an NECC student 
The casting was done non-tra- 
ditionally, which means that 
gender and race are not consid- 
ered when choosing actors for 
their roles 

Matt 


assigned 


Sanders 


Lundergan as the stage manag- 
er, and he’s been there with 
Sanders from the very begin- 


ning. His job is to make sure 
that everything’s running on a 
timely schedule -- to help the 
actors with their lines, cues, 
dance numbers, and fight 


scenes -- and cueing the lights, 
sound, and other structural 
management during the show. 
Lundergan has had two 
years of experience in stage 
managing at the Ledug Theater 
in New Hampshire, and even 
though he tried out for a part, 
he preferred to tackle this 
essential role instead. 
Second-year student Adrian 


Peguero landed the role of 
Boniface, the two-faced con 


man owner of the inn where the 
play is set. Peguero loved this 
role. He said, “I’ve never got 
to play the villain per-se, so it’s 
pretty fun.” 


Since the seventh grade, 
Peguero always knew that his 
heart and his major would be in 
the theater. He became 
involved in Beaux' because it 
had “An interesting plot that 
caught my attention." 

Even though this is her first 
year at NECC, Lissangy 
Rodriguez was cast in the lav- 
ish role of Lady Bountiful, 
mother-like heiress who 
believes herself to be a doctor 
as well, using unorthodox 
methods to attempt to cure her 
patients. 

Rodriguez loved playing her 
because “She’s so random and 
so fun. ... and, she has the best 
lines!” 

Rodriguez is a Political 
Science major, but she loves to 
be on stage, and hopes that her 
experience in Beaux' will help 
her become a personable news- 
caster. 


Sullen, played by first year 
student Conor Miller is the real 
provider of Lady Bountiful’s 
house, but you’d never know it 
because he’s drunk all the time. 

Stumbling all about on 
stage, Miller loves to play 
Sullen, because “He’s the per- 
son you love to hate.” Miller 
has also decided to major in 
theater after being involved 
with it for nearly ten years, and 
his ultimate goal is to become a 
high school drama teacher. 

The play will be staged at 
The Hawrylciw Theater, on the 
third floor of the Spurk build- 
ing in Haverhill. Admission is 
$10, but students and senior cit- 
izens can get in at the discount- 
ed rate of $8. Remaining show 
times are April 12 & 13 at 7:30 
pm, April 11 at 4:00 pm, and 
April 14 at 3:00 pm. (The April | 
14 show will have an ASL 


interpreter. ) 


Photos by Alexander Spinelli 


Photo by Michele Simon 


Patrick Lochelt stands ready to answer any questions at 
the Parmassus table in Haverhill at last year’s Spring Jam 
Carmival. This year the carnivals will be held am Wednesday April 
17 from 11 a.m. to 1p.m on the Patio in Lawrence and on 
Wednesday April 24 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the Quad in 
Haverhill. Also om April 24 from 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the 
Haverhill campus, come and experience NECC for day. 

Register for College for a Day at the One-Stop Student 
Services ‘Center anytime after 8 a.m. on April 24. Get a sched- 
ule of events and a list of classes you can drop in m from the 
NECC website. Email admissions@necc.mass.edu for more infor - 
mation. 


“| went back to schoo! for my 
bachelor’s degr lecause of 
my own students. a clinical 
supervisor, and all my students are 


graduating with bachelor’ s degrees 
and are ready to take the CT and 


BS Completion= he 
Nuclear Medical Te 


Informa ssion 
May 4, a.m. 


és sk about our ni udent discount 


BS IN MEDICAL IMAGING/NUCLEAR MEDICINE 


Acquire the certifications necessary to work in Nuclear Medicine. Nuclear 
Medicine is a specialty in Medical Imaging that studies the physiology of 
particular diseases for diagnosis or treatment. Clinical internships are at 
many of the Boston areas world-renowned hospitals. 


RN TO BS TO MS IN NURSING 


For the associate degree or diploma nurse or the registered nurse who 
wants to continue education for professional growth. Earn both the 
bachelor’s and master’s degree with a major in Nursing, 


RN TO MS IN NURSING FOR STUDENTS HOLDING 
A NON-NURSING BACHELORS DEGREE 


A program for registered nurses who have a non-nursing 
bachelor’s degree. Nurses in this program enter directly into 
the master’s program. 


me www.regiscollege.edu/gradschool 

2) : Office of Graduate & Professional Programs 
781-768-7330 # graduatedepartment@regiscollege.edu 

Ales 235 Wellesley Street = Weston, MA 02493 


Bring Your Purpose. Find Your Path. 
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FINISH WHAT 
YOU’VE STARTED. 


EARN YOUR 
BACHELOR’S 
DEGREE, 
YOUR WAY. 


TWO GREAT OPTIONS 
1 Full-time day program 
2 24-month evening program 


Both options offer: 


e Affordable tuition 

e Small, engaging classes 

e Advising and support 

¢ Career services committed 
to your professional success 

e Real-world opportunities 

e Financial aid 


MAKE IT A STRONG FINISH. 


Merrimack 
C:-O-L LE GE 


www.merrimack.edu/options 
transfer@merrimack.edu 


Standing at a whopping 


since 1975, has also taught at 
Nashua High School, Rivier 
College in Nashua and 
Northeastern University. 

Desjardins likes all types of 
music from altemative to zyde- 
co, but she’s a rocker at heart. 
Her favorite CD is Metallica’s 
“Black” album. 

She also loves Pink Floyd 
and Led Zeppelin and some 
more current bands like 
Mumford and Sons, and Muse 
and Pearl Jam. 

Desjardins enjoys teaching 
public speaking, something she 
enjoys, saying “I enjoy teach- 
ing Public Speaking because 
it's very rewarding to watch my 
students build confidence. 

“Being able to speak in 
public is a very empowering 
skill. But I also like teaching 
literature and sharing my 
enjoyment of the written word 
with students — lighting a 
their leaming how to think cnit- 
ically and express their opin- 
ions both orally and in writing. 

“There's a tremendous sat- 
isfaction in helping students 
improve their writing skills and 
comparing their end-of-semes- 
ter writing talents with their 
"before" skills. Again, mutual- 
ly satisfying,” she said. 
is running. She runs everyday 
and nearly races every other 
week. 

Desjardin said “People 


Get to know professor Desjardins T urn 


should join the President's 
Running Club because every- 
one who joins thinks this is 
something they can't possible 
do. And at the end each 
semester when we all compete 
in a race, they find they 
absolutely can. 

“The sense of accomplish- 
ment, which builds each week, 
is one of the most uplifting 
events of the semester for me. 
It's also wonderful to run with 
students and leam about each 
other as people in a very infor- 
mal setting. It's hard to be 
uppity when you're working 
and sweating together.” 

Desjardins, who is very 
active in the community when 
it comes to community service 
said, “I've been blessed. | 
am healthy, capable, and 
have skills I can share. It 
would be selfish of me not 
to engage in community 
service. I can and do help! 
The feeling I take back 
always seems to trump the 
work | put in. I tell my stu- 
dents that whatever their 
circumstances, whatever 
struggles they've faced to 
get here and be an enrolled 
student at NECC, they are 
more fortunate than count- 
less others. I encourage 
them to lend a helping hand 
to others because their help 
is needed. I require a com- 


munity service commit- 
ment in my _ Public 
Speaking classes. From 


the outset, students whine 
and moan about it. At the 


end of the semester, most of 


my students are so pleased 
with what they've done; 
they vow to make volun- 
teering a part of their lives. 
And they give excellent 
advocacy speeches about 


at’s happening on campus? 


April 3, 10, 17, 24 


Lawrence and Haverhill Student Senate meetings. 3:30 p.m. 


April 12 


NECC Scholarship Application, Personal Statement and Recommendation due 


April 15 


Patriot’s Day -- College closed 


April 17 


Lawrence Spring Jam Carnival on the Patio 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


April 22 


Tech Center at 7 p.m. 


April 24 


Haverhill Spring Jam Carnival on the Quad |la.m.to 1 p.m. 


If you would like to have an event listed in What's 
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their service.” 

Desjardins likes how 
NECC is a comfortable place 
for students who are uncertain, 
whether it's about their goals, 
their ability, their future desires, 
their direction, or even their 
worth. 

“NECC takes students 
where they are and does what- 
ever it takes to help students 
acquire the skills they will need 
to succeed in their coursework 
and in their chosen fields. 
There is no elitist attitude here. 
We work toward progress 
together. 

“T am a firm advocate of 
starting out at a community 
college. I did not go to 
college out of high school; I 
worked in the business 
field,” she said. “But I 
heard of this school, back 
in 1969, called Northern 
Essex. 

“| started taking a course or 
two here and there after work. 
In what seemed like a short 
time, I saw I had accumulated 
enough credits to graduate with 
an Associate's Degree. | 
applied to what is now U.Mass 
Lowell and they accepted 
every credit from NECC. 

“TI went full time for three 
semesters taking an overload 
each semester so I could gradu- 
ate and get back to work. 

From there it was on to 
Salem State for a master's and 
then to Northeastern for a 
CAGS (Certificate of 
Advanced Graduate Studies). 

“And as you know, I even- 
tually retumed to NECC in a 
role I never envisioned back 
when I started here. I think my 
story is not unusual. NECC is 
a superb college to build one's 
foundation. I'd encourage 
anyone to start off here.” 


Adam Ayan speaks to students about the music industry. 


urn your Associate’s 
into a Bachelor’s 


A good reasons to transfer to 


Saint Joseph's College 


1. Seamless transfer of your degree and credits to Saint Joseph's. 
2. Minimized tuition costs; financial aid for qualified students. 

3. Personalized and supportive environment, on campus and online. 
4. Relevant, career-focused programs. 


On Campus Bachelor's Programs: 800-338-7057 
Online Bachelor's Degree Completion: 800-752-4723 
For information, please visit your transfer office. 


Visit our website: online.sjcme.edu/transfer 


| SAINT JOSEPH’S 


4 : 
(i) COLLEGE ONLINE 


= * 


fer? 


; 
eS *- 
SS LOWELL MAKES IT EA ‘s 


Become work ready, life ready and world ready at UMass Lowell. 
Make the most of your undergraduate education in three easy steps: 


1. Find course requirements: 
See what courses are required for the major you want at 
www.uml.edu/requirementsbymajor. 


2. Check your credits: 

UMass Lowell credit is available for 300,000 courses from 
1,000 schools. Find out which of your credits will transfer at 
www.uml.edu/transferdictionary. 


LOWELL 
3. Apply: Learning with Purpose 
Apply today at www.uml.edu/apply. www.uml.edu 
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Features 


The father of NECC 


Remembering 

an important man 
in the history of 
NECC 


By EVERSON TAVERAS 
Features Editor 


If you were to have visited him at 
9:00 a.m. on any given day of the 
week, you'd find Francis Bevilacqua, 
or Bevi, as he was often called, sit- 
ting at the dining room table of his 


| home on Day Street in Haverhill. 


There would be a continuous flow of 
people coming in and out, with issues 
he would help to resolve. 

Bevi would have cigarettes going 
and two phones to manage the chaos 
that flared at the beginning and siz- 
zled near the end of each day. While 
juggling two phones, one in each ear, 
he’d be offering you whatever you 


|) wanted. 


“What do you want? You want a 
donut? You want a coffee? Sit down, 
Pll get you in a minute,” he'd say. 
Bevi would have hardly called it 
multitasking. In fact, if you asked 
him, or anyone who knew him for 
that matter, that was just a normal 
day. 
But for the many staff and stu- 
dents of NECC, who neither knew 
Bevilacqua or the role he played at 
the college, it’s a matter of recogni- 
tion. Who is Francis Bevilacqua? 
What did he do? And if he was Such 
an instrumental figure at NECC, why 


photo courtesy NECC Newsroom 
Francis Bevilacqua (above) worked with former state 
Senator Jake Rurak to found NECC in 1961. 


isn’t there a statue of him at the col- 
lege or a building named after him? 

Having served as an elected state 
representative to the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives from 1959 
to 1981, Bevilacqua prided himself 
on the fact that he tried everything he 
could do to benefit his community. 

One of his main concerns was the 
importance of education. Although 
he himself did not have much of it, 
Francis was able to earn a general 
equivalency diploma from Haverhill 
High School. Despite being a suc- 
cessful businessman, Francis main- 
tained the value of education 
throughout his life. 

“He didn’t get a chance to go to 
college, because he had to work to 
help his family, like many others in 
that time. But he understood that 
working people needed an education 
to provide their kids with a better 
life,” said Joseph Bevilacqua, to 
whom Bevi was a mentor. Joseph is 
also a 10 year member of the Board 
of Trustees at NECC. 

When the opportunity came in 
1960 for a community college to be 
located in the Northern Essex area of 
the Merrimack Valley, Bevilacqua, 
along with former Senator Jake 
Rurak, worked tirelessly to get it in 
Haverhill. 

Once the decision was made to 
have the college located at what is 
today Greenleaf Elementary School 
in Bradford, Bevilacqua continued to 
support it (even through its evolution 
and relocation) because it wasn’t just 
a matter of having the college 
approved and the location selected. 
To ensure that the project was a suc- 
cess, Francis would have to remain 


steadfast and consistent in his objec- 
tive to introduce educational oppor- 
tunities to the community. 

He exemplified his commitment 
to NECC when, in 1973, an effort 
was made to make the Haverhill 
Campus barrier-free for people with 
disabilities. 

Bevilacqua was able to secure a 
grant for NECC, which paid for all 
the ramps on campus, along with an 
elevator. As a result, NECC became 
the first barrier-free public college in 
the Commonwealth. 

“In the twelfth century, he would 
not have been considered a particu- 
larly eloquent or articulate speaker. 
But if he spoke, you knew what he 
said. Bevi said what he believed in, 
acted on his beliefs and was absolute- 
ly committed to his community,” said 


Paul Bevilacqua, a nephew of 
Francis. 
Francis’ accomplishments in 


molding NECC into the community 
college it's become have not gone 
unnoticed. In 1992, he was the recip- 
ient of the NECC Leadership Award. 
To further com- 
memorate his 
impact on NECC, 
The Francis J. 
Bevilacqua 
Scholarship 
(recently changed 
to the Francis and 
Agnes Bevilacqua 
scholarship) was 
established. The 


scholarship is 
awarded each 
year, under the 


Friends of NECC 
Scholarship, to 
current NECC stu- 
dents and 
Haverhill resi- 
dents with a 3.0 
GPA, who have 
demonstrated 
involvement in, or 
preparing for 
careers in public 
service. The 
scholarship serves 
as a direct reflec- 
tion of Francis and 
his value of the 
importance of 
public service. 

On Saturday, 
May 16, 2009, 
Francis was taken 
to Lawrence 
General Hospital 
for numerous, 
ongoing pul- 
monary ailments, 
where soon after 
he passed away. 
He was 85. 

In memory of 
Francis, a granite 
bench was erected 
in his name in 
2009 near the 
Student Center at 
the Haverhill cam- 
pus, its location 
selected by a 
member of the 
family. On_ his 
passing, the fami- 
ly also requested 
that money be 
given towards the 
Bevilacqua 
Scholarship. 

More than a 
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legacy, Francis left behind a bright 
future for his family, many of which, 
as a result, work today either in gov- 
ernment or in some kind of educa- 
tional capacity. 

Among them are Louise 
Bevilacqua, circulation at NECC; 
Joseph Bevilacqua, President of the 


Merrimack Valley Chamber of 


Commerce; and Maria Bevilacqua, 
head administrative clerk at City Hall 
and a member of the NECC Alumni 
Advisory Board. 

Maria, a _ close 
Bevilacqua, recalled crazy dinners 
and parties spent at his Salisbury 
Beach house, where she and other 
siblings were often made to eat more 
than they, and their stomach, desired. 
She also recalled her experiences 
working on his campaigns, and the 
joy and honor it brought to their fam- 
ily. 

“It was a family thing, we all 
worked on them,” said Maria. “We 
didn’t know anything different. We 
had that feeling of service, like we 
had to give back.” She admitted that 


relative of 


although Bevilacqua was a tireless 
worker all through his life, he had 
loved what he did; that his love for 
people made his work and efforts all 
the more satisfying and meaningful 
to him. 

“If he were alive today, he would 
have been thrilled about the college’s 
current success, but not surprised. He 
knew, even then, that the college 
would go to places and grow in ways 
that would open doors for many peo- 
ple’s lives.” 

Like the telephones Bevilacqua 
often talked into and rarely set down, 
it would appear that his efforts and 
accomplishments would ring loudly 
and proudly throughout NECC today, 
yet most students and staff at the col- 
lege have never heard of Bevilacqua. 

His work, his commitment to the 
college, and his desire to help others, 
may have impacted the college and 
the lives of many, but was the impact 
strong enough to garner the recogni- 
tion and respect of today’s NECC 
student and staff? 


Northern Essex 
Community College 


is the time to register for 
your fall & summer Classes 
and complete your 
financial aid paperwork. 


Register for your classes and complete 

your financial aid paperwork before you leave 
for the semester. Meet with your assigned 
advisor who can be found on self service under 
“Who is my Advisor?” Register early to get the 
classes and schedule you want - and avoid 


long lines! 


Current Students’ 


Registration 


April 1 - May 6 


For more information, visit 
www.necc.mass.edu/register 


Save $100 by registering before August 12 
and avoid paying a late registration penalty. 
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Davis finds new beginning 


Basketballs Kyle 


Davis puts tough past 
behind him, starts 


over fresh 


By Matt GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


Some people go a lifetime 
without getting a new beginning. 
They look all over for that fresh 
start, but never find the opportu- 
nity. Kyle Davis, though, found 
his second chance. 

Davis had troubled teenage 
years, and after receiving 
Division | athletic scholarships 
out of high school, landed in 
prison for over two years. “That’s 
when I decided to go to school, 
and not live this lifestyle any- 
more, said Davis. 

The 678” 


Knights, Davis said he enrolled 


forward of the 


into the college to get his life 
back on track. Not just for him, 
but his daughter as well. 

“My daughter was born Sept. 
4, 2011 and my first day of school 
was Sept. 5,” said Davis. “I 
remember waking up in the hos- 
pital room, going home, show- 
ered and got ready and went to 
my class.” 

Davis’ daughter, Ava Marie 
Davis, sparked a flame in Davis’ 
ignition to get him doing well. 
“I'd love to go play basketball, 
but I think the responsible thing 


Baseball’: Tyler 
Johnson has a geat 
day at the plate 


By Matt GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


In the two games Northern 
Essex played against Holyoke, 
Tyler Johnson went a combined 
3-5 with a home run and run bat- 
ted in. 

He also drew two walks and 
reached base via hit by pitch, 
scoring on one occassion. 

Johnson’s homer was his sec- 


ond on the season, a blast to left 


field that landed over the head of 


the Holyoke left fielder. Johnson 


circled the bases and scored 
standing up, without a throw. 

The Knights third baseman is 

-also leading the team in slugging 


percentage, tied for the ‘lead’ in 


to do is be there for my kid, I 
don’t want to pawn her off on my 
father or mother or sister, I’m not 
going to resort to my family rais- 
ing her while I’m off playing a 
game,” said Davis. 

Not the best high school stu- 
dent, Davis currently boasts a 3.5 
GPA. Recently, he was accepted 
into Emmanuel College in 
Boston. “I had a meeting with 
Dean of Admission and the Dean 
of Students and the President of 
the school,” said Davis. “I sat 
with three of them at a round 
table and spoke for an hour and a 
half, and it didn’t even feel like 
an hour and a half. 

“I told them, 'This is what I 
did, this is what I’ve done since 
then, and this is what I plan on 
doing." 

Davis is looking to eventually 
earn his Doctorate Degree in 
Sociology. 

This past season, Kyle Davis 
was a leader on and off the court. 
The centerpiece of the Knights’ 
offense, Davis was described as 
the team’s rock by one Damian 
Lugay in a team meeting, accord- 
ing to head coach Darren 
Stratton. Davis also says that 
players have gone to him for 
advice, whether it be about life or 
school. 

Since Davis has enrolled at 
the college, it’s been a smoother 


road. Davis quit smoking at the 


after doctors told him he was 
likely for Emphysema. “You 
think about it," he said, "but you 
never really think about it until 
you’re in the doctor’s office. 

“I told them to tell my coach 
that, he thinks I’ve just been dog- 
ging it in practice,” said a laugh- 
ing Davis. 

While Davis has grown astro- 
nomically in the two years he has 
been in school, he doesn’t take all 
the credit for it. Northern Essex, 
he says, gave him the chance to 
succeed again. 

“In actuality, if it wasn’t for 
this place, where would | be if it 
school? 


wasn’t for this 


Realistically, I'd be putting in a 
window or hanging in a piece 
glass right now,” said Davis. “I’m 
very appreciative and thankful 
for what this school has to offer, 
but it’s not given to you. You 
have to earn your mark here.” 

Still, Davis just wants a quiet 
life. “I’m very slowly moving 
forward to being a normal person 
in society again. I wanted to be 
the rich and glamorous, but I’m 
very content. | want a normal, 
boring life. | want a house, I want 
to mow my lawn and go fishing 
on the weekends.” 

This year for Northern Essex, 
Davis earned All-Region XXI 
second team honors. He led the 


Knight Spotlight 


runs batted in, runs, and has been 
hit by a pitch the most. 

Bossman, as he’s called, is off 
to a great first half of the season. 
Six of his 12 hits have been for 
extra bases 

Johnson has been switching 
off between designated hitter and 
third base for the Knights, filling 
any role coach Jeff Mejia needs 
him to. 

This is Johnson’s second year 
on: the Northern Essex baseball 
team.. Last year for the Knights, 
Johnson hit .340 with a homerun 
and 16 runs batted in. Bossman 
also had four stolen bases in as 
many attempts. 

With a bat as hot as 
Johnson’s, it’s hard to not put him 


in the lineup. 


photo by Matt Gingras 
Kyle Davis led the Knights in scoring and rebounding in the past season, but his 
on court achievements take second place to his off-court resurgence. 

start of the fall 2011 semester, 


Knights in scoring with 16.1 
points and rebounding with 9.6 
boards. Should the Knights have 
fared better than their 12-14 
record, Davis may have attracted 
more national attention. 

Davis has used his rough past, 
his daughter, and his desire to 
succeed as motivation. The day 
his daughter, of whom he just 
received full custody, was born, 
Davis said he made a promise to 
her, one that he will keep. 

“T’ll never go back to jail and 
I'll never let you down. Ill never 
break that promise to my kid. I'll 
never let my kid down.” 


photo by Sue MacAvoy 
Tyler Johnson, pictured, has gotten a hot bat as of late. Johnson currently has two 


_ home runs for the Knights baseball team, as well as leading the team in slugging. 


Sports 
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Knights walk off with win, 
overpower Holyoke 4-3 


McCann's extra- 
inning single makes 
winner of NECC 


By MATT GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


The Northern Essex Knights 
baseball team picked up their first 
home win of the season on 
Saturday, 4-3, 
Quinn McCann delivered a bases 


after outfielder 


with the way I pitched ... my first 
start was pretty poor, so getting 
on the right track was definitely a 
plus.” 

Tyler Johnson hit his second 
home run of the season in the 
fourth inning, when he drove a 
ball deep into the left-center gap. 
The wind, which played a factor 
the whole game, was able to push 
the ball past the outfielders and 
allowed Johnson to round the 


“getting on the right track was defi- 


nitely a plus.” 


— Chris Martin, starting pitcher 


loaded single to drive home the 
winning run in the eighth inning. 

The Knights had Chris Martin 
on the hill for the second game of 
the double header, after Northern 
Essex dropped the first game 10- 
7. Martin was a presence on the 
mound during his outing, going 
5.2 innings and striking out five. 
Martin allowed all three runs that 
Holyoke scored, but just two 


| were earned. 


“J just had to focus and get us 
a win,” Martin said. “I'm pleased 


bases for an inside the park 
homer. 

The Knights were down two 
runs after the first inning, and 
Johnson's homer made the deficit 
just two. However, in the fifth 
inning, Jonathan De La Cruz 
added a two-run double to even 
the score at three, where it 
remained until the bottom of the 
eighth inning. 

The eighth inning saw three 
consecutive batters reach base, 


when Dario Medrano, Tyler 


Mayers solid 
at FSU meet 


NECC’s lone ranger 


performs in four 


events 


By MATT GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


Daniel Mayers may be the 
only remaining member of the 
Northern Essex track squad, but 
that didn’t stop him from compet- 
ing in four events at Saturday’s 
meet at FSU. 

Mayers participated in the 
100m, 200m, 400m and long 


| jump events. 


} 


4 


Mayers’ best performances 
were in the 400m, an event in 
which he is still gaining experi- 
ence. Mayers completed the dash 
in an impressive 55.26, a new 
personal best for the athlete. 

In the 100 meter dash, Mayers 
finished with a time of 12.84. 


He didn’t stop there, either. 
His 200 meter dash time was an 
impressive 25.37. 

Finally, Mayers long jump 
was measured at 4.61 meters. 

Mayers will continue compet- 
ing this season. His next two 
events are scheduled for April 20 
at Fitchburg State University and 
April 28, where him and coach 
Andrew Barron will travel to 
Regis College in Weston. 

If all goes wells for Mayers, 
he could land himself in the 
NJCAA DIII Championships, 
which will take place May 9-11 at 
Howard Community College in 
Columbia, Md. 

More 
Mayers’ day can be found on 


information about 


page 12 of this issue. 


Holyoke Community College 
Northern Essex Community College 


The Knights baseball team piles on Quinn McCann, bottom, after he delivered the 


game winning hit against Holyoke Community College. 


Johnson and David Cusack all 


reached base, Johnson and 
Cusack via bunt. 

Quinn McCann, who saw just 
one at bat in the first game, rifled 
the second pitch of the at bat up 
the middle to score Medrano and 
walk the Knights off with a win. 

“T was just trying to get the 
ball in play,” McCann said after 
the game. “I was able to put the 


ball on the ground up the middle 


for a single.” 

First year Knights head coach 
Jeff Mejia was happy with the 
comeback. “The first game, we 
let it get away with us,” Mejia 
said. “In game two, they stayed 
together and played a lot better 
defense which ultimately led to 
the victory, between that and the 
pitching.” 

Mejia also spoke about how 
the team plans to keep momen- 


tum going forward. “We’re all 
looking forward to playing on our 
home field, and I think that alone 
is going to keep our momentum 
eps 

The Knights moved to 5-7 
after splitting both games against 
Holyoke Community College and 
are back at home Thursday when 
they take on Dean College at 
home. First pitch is at 3:30 p.m. 
and attendance is free. 


u 


pinot by Michekes Sse 


Daniel Mayers, the last man standing for the NECC track team, consults with 
coach Andrew Barron at Saturday’s meet at Fitchburg State University. 


NECC Track Results - April 6 


Athlete 
Daniel Mayers 


Daniel Mayers 
Daniel Mayers 
Daniel Mayers 


Event Time 
100m Dash 
200m Dash 
400m Dash 


Long Jump 


12.84 
2551 
55.26 
4.61m 


Place/Total 
43/51 
35/48 
20/37 
19/23 


Results for the Jim Sheehan Memorial Track and Field Invitational can be found at 
http://www.coolrunning.com/results/13/ma/Apr6_JimShe_set1-shtml 
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April brings warmer temperatures, green grass and more students enjoying the outdoor campus environment. 


Sire aS ae a eee 


ring arrives at a 


photo by Michele Simon 


April’s Environmental Awareness Events 


April 16 
NECC Electronics Recycling 
Event on the Haverhill Campus 
9 am. - 1 p.m. in the David 
Hartleb Technology Center 
akin} Lot. 


Sage! 


April 20 
Haverhill’s Earth Day Cleanup 
8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Join in var- 
ious projects around the city. 
Volunteers can register online at: 
http://www.activityreg.com/ 
selectactivity.wes 


Springing toward 
the finish line 


photo by Michele Simon 
Daniel Mayers competing 
in the 200 meter at the 
Jim Sheehan Memorial 


Classic. This week 
Mayers became the ‘last 
man standing’ for the 
team. 


By MICHELE SIMON 
Photojournalist 


Cheers rose from.the packed 
stadium seats as the runners 
pounded the track, racing at top 
speed toward the finish line. The 
track and field participants and 


spectators alike enjoyed a sunny 
but crisp spring day at the Jim 
Shaheen Memorial Classic on 
Saturday, April 6 at Fitchburg 
University. 

Blue and white track uniforms 
sprinkled the field heavily so it 
was hard to pick out the NECC 
track team. Even harder because 
Daniel Mayers is now the last 
man left on the team, according to 
Sue MacAvoy, NECC athletics 
director. 

Patrick Garvey did not com- 
pete, and MacAvoy said he will 
no longer be competing due to 
personal reasons. “I wasn't too 
thrilled about that, but what can 


you do?” said Head Coach 
Andrew Barron. 
The NECC track and field 


teams have usually had many 
more members, but this year there 
were only two men, and no 
women competitors. 

Mayers is not completely 
unfazed by the lack of members 
on the team, but he retains a pos- 
itive attitude. 
harder,” he said. 

“He's working hard and he's 
doing well, and he's really 
improved a lot, and gotten so 
much better this year, said 
Barron. “He's transferring over to 
the 400 meters.” 

Looking ahead to the NJCAA 
Championships in May Barron 
said, “He's just progressively get- 
ting better, and we'll see how it 
goes. 

Mayers will compete again on 
April 20, at the Fitchburg State 
Invite in Fitchburg, MA. 


“| just push myself 


April 22 
Earth Day-a day to demonstrate 
support for environmental pro- 
tection. Find out ways to take 
action, volunteer orlearn more at 
www.earthday.org 


Volunteers aid 


By MICHELE SIMON 
Photojournalist 


Sarah's Place, a non-profit 
adult day health program for eld- 
ers and disabled, received a 
make over on April 6 by students, 
faculty and staff from Northern 
Essex. 

Fifteen NECC_ volunteers 
painted the walls in the two build- 
ings located on Water Street in 
Haverhill. Volunteers included 
NECC faculty and staff members; 
Isabelle Gagne, 
Maureen Lundergan, and student 
volunteers; Mary Sicard, 
Magdelyn Hernandez, Rachael 
Webster, Nicole Olson, Courtney 
Rogers, Juan Pablo Reyes, 
Shayna Wing, Renzo Puello, Ben 
Forrestall, Isidro Estrada, Megan 


Gagne. 
Sarah's Place offers a safe, 
nurturing environment _ that 


allows it's elderly and disabled 
participants to obtain the daily 
support they require while 
remaining in their own homes. 


Pam Donahue, . 


April 26 
Arbor Day - a holiday in which 
individuals and groups are 
encouraged to plant and care for 
trees. Find events in your area at: 
arbordaynow.volunteermatch 
.org 


Participants have the 
opportunity to social- 
ize, be a part of an 
active community 
and have fun. It also, 
offers caregivers 
respite, peace of 
mind, and education 
and support, while 
working with med- 
ical professionals. 
Izzy Estrado, an 
NECC criminal jus- 
tice student, said he 
has enjoyed volun- 
teering at community 
service projects like 
this through NECC 


since his first time 
last year. 

The community 
service project 
organized by 
Professor Cynthia 
Crivaro, is one of 
many that she has 


organized over the 
years for NECC stu- 
dents. 


April 27 

Lawrence Earth Day Cleanup. 
Join hundreds of volunteers. i in 
planting trees, shrubs, fl 
building and planting sc 
yard garden beds and mor. For 
information call 978-620-3540. 


elderly 


photo by Michele Simon 


Isidro ‘Izzy’ Estrado, enjoys volun- 
teering, and volunteers frequently. 
In addition to helping others, it is a 
great way to meet people and 
socialize, he said. 


Volunteers that helped paint the walls at Sarah’s Place on April 6. 


